The Feast of the Epiphany 
Cycle A
January 6, 2008
Matthew 2: 1-12

Background

Today we explore the passage telling of the visit of the wise ones to the Christ Child. Christmas carols and cards have embossed the bare bones story Matthew provides. So we probably see three kings riding camels and dressed in elegant robes with fancy crowns. The wise ones probably represent three different cultures or races. Whoever they were, they were wily enough to avoid getting trapped in the web of a threatened king, brought their intriguing gifts to the child, and went home -- by a different way.

This story closes the season of Christmas, celebrating the incredible gift of the incarnation (God among us) and invites us to explore the Epiphany: the “ah ha!” that this baby who came to the faithful Hebrew people also came for all of us -- everywhere.

During this gathering we will 1) get to know each other better, 
2) open with prayer, 3) explore the Bible passage together, 
4) have some fun through one or more activities, and finally 
5) close with prayer. 

We offer more activities than you will probably have time to do, so you can choose the ones most appropriate for your group.
Lesson Plan
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Gathering

Unless you are sure everyone knows 
everyone else’s name, provide name tags 
inviting people to write how they prefer to be addressed: Connor, Ms. Jane, Father Joe, etc. 
then ask everyone to sit in a circle.
Gathering Activity

You may want to choose this activity if people do not know each other well. 
Tell people to pretend the room is a calendar -- with January on one side and December at the other side, and all the other months sequentially between. Ask each person to go stand where the month when they were born would be in the room. Then ask all who have been in this congregation for more than 10 years to stand on one side of the room, those less than 10 years on the other side. If people choose, they can figure out how to arrange themselves in the order they arrived. (Another option: ask people to show the part of our town -- or county -- where they live.)
Preview 

Tell the group we will offer a prayer to our God who is right here in the center with us, we will hear the story from the Bible, and do some things together to make this story our story. Tell them one or two of the activities you have selected, and when you expect the session to conclude.
Opening Prayer 

Help us, God, to find in this story and in our time together what you want us to find about what Epiphany means to us. Amen.
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The Story: Matthew 2: 1-12


Invite someone to read the passage, 
or tell it, like this: 

People far from Bethlehem had heard the news: The baby, long ago promised in the Bible, had been born. Three very wise people just knew it was true. “We must go find the child and bring valuable gifts to the child,” they said to each other. 

So the three started out on their trip and saw a very bright star far off. This had to be the sign. So they traveled for days. When they got to Bethlehem, King Herod called the wise ones to come to his palace and told them to bring him the news if they found this child. The wise ones were wise enough to know that the King was jealous of this child and was not to be trusted. 

The wise ones continued their journey until the star stopped right over the place where the child was. Mary invited them in; they knelt by the child and presented their gifts. Then they left and went home -- by another road.
A few Questions


 
Who do we think the “wise ones” were? Were they kings? Were they all men? 

Did they come from different countries?

Does anyone know what the gifts were that they brought to the child? 

(gold, frankincense, myrrh)


Why do we think they brought such odd gifts? (Gold could mean we bring our very best to God, Frankincense: that our worship is pleasing to God and Myrrh: that we can bring all of who we are to God, not just the nice parts.)
Who Am I? 



While all are sitting in a circle, go around the outside of the circle and place a name tag on the back of each person with one of the names you have prepared in advance. 

Make sure that you have created pairs -- two people each with the same name on their backs, making sure that a very young child is paired with a parent or a person they trust. Tell the group that all the names on backs are people from the story we have just heard.

Tell the group to get up and walk around asking questions that can be answered “yes” or “no” to find out who they are. Example: Am I a man? Do I live here? Etc. 

When all have figured out who they are, tell the ones who are paired to sit together and plan how they will describe their person to the group. 

Reconvene the circle and invite each pair to introduce who they are to the group.  


Crèches on Parade

Ask each family to set up their crèche and tell any stories it has 
(it once belonged to grandparents; 
it was in a flood, so some of the colors are blurred, etc.) Families can also share how they use it in their homes (it is unwrapped the first Sunday in Advent, one character a day is unwrapped, etc.)  
If you have a camera, take a picture of each family with their crèche and post the pictures where all will be able to see them. 

Frankincense and Myrrh Game






As the group sits in a circle give one container to one person and say to them: “This is Frankincense.” 

They are to reply in a questioning manner: “This is frankincense?” 

You answer: “Yes it is frankincense” and they turn to the next person and say: “This is frankincense,” that person replies with the same question. 

Continue around the circle until each person has had a chance to pass the frankincense. 

To make the game more complex, start a second box going in the opposite direction with the statement: “This is Myrrh.”

Art from the Ages

Ask the group to post around the room the art you have provided. 
Invite each person to be an art critic and notice things about the art. What was unusual, which was their favorite, etc?
Invite those (who choose to do so) to share their observations with the group.

Hymn Sing





One last time, we can sing 
Christmas carols people like to sing.


                     

Gifts We Bring



   

Working all together, we can name the 
gifts we believe each person in today’s 
Bible passage brings to the story.
What do we learn about God from each of these people? (Mary, being a mother in a very hard place, Joseph caring for Mary and the baby, the wise ones’ tenacity in traveling such a great distance, etc.)
Then, we can name the gifts our congregation brings to our community. 
(Who makes sure we have a service on Sunday? Who checks for phone messages? Who has a ministry of prayer? Who visits people in hospitals? Who else uses our building? Where else do we help out (volunteering? tutoring, etc.) 
The King’s Crown


Ask each person to color the king they                               have so it represents themselves. What are their gifts, what delights them, what do they bring to the crown?

When they have finished, tape all the

Individual kings to make a circle: 
The King’s Crown
Place the crown where others will be able to see it.






     

The King’s Cake



The tradition is to provide a cake 
with one hidden treasure – and the person who finds it is king for the day. 
If you choose to do this activity, hide only one piece of fruit in the cake (poking it up from the bottom, or sticking it in from the top and re-smoothing the frosting.) 
Another option is to put enough pieces in the cake so everyone gets a piece. As each person finds the piece of fruit, they can tell one thing they are grateful for. 
Closing Prayer
Standing in a circle: In your own words, thank God for this time together getting to know each other a little better, for the work God gives us to do and for the people God sends us to help us. Amen.

Supplies Needed: 


Self-sticking name tags, at least 2 for each name -- enough so everyone has 


a name tag. Write on the name tags: Jesus, Mary, Joseph, the wise ones, Herod, camels, etc. Arrange chairs in a circle.





Supplies Needed:


Name tags, writing tools, a table and chairs �arranged in a circle





Supplies Needed: �A Bible or someone identified to tell the story





Supplies Needed: �For a comment on this story, see:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.joyfulministry.com/goldt.htm" ��http://www.joyfulministry.com/goldt.htm�








Supplies Needed: �Two small boxes, each wrapped 


in slightly different gift wrap. 


Chairs arranged in a circle.





�





�





Supplies Needed: 


Use pattern to cut out �one “king” per person.�Markers or crayons, tape.





Supplies Needed: 


Copies of the Hymnal





Supplies Needed: 


Paper and pencils





Supplies Needed: 


Download and print-out art from the Internet. �Here are a few sites to find art:�� HYPERLINK "http://www.textweek.com/art/magi.htm" ��http://www.textweek.com/art/magi.htm��� HYPERLINK "http://www.jesusmafa.com/anglais/imag4.htm" ��http://www.jesusmafa.com/anglais/imag4.htm��� HYPERLINK "http://www.heqiarts.com/gallery/gallery2/gallery2.html" ��http://www.heqiarts.com/gallery/gallery2/gallery2.html��� HYPERLINK "http://www.asianchristianart.org/profile/KimJaeIm/pages/nativity3.html" ��http://www.asianchristianart.org/profile/KimJaeIm/pages/nativity3.html�





Supplies:  A cake, home-baked or purchased; Fruit: a piece of apple, an orange segment. Option: several pieces of fruit 





Supplies Needed: �Crèches (manger scenes) families �have brought from home.�(Optional: a digital camera.)








