Lent 1C:

Temptation in the Desert

Storyteller: (spreads out the Desert Bag) This is the Desert Bag.
So many wonderful and important things happen in the desert, we
need to know what it is like. We
Luke 4:1-13
can't get the whole desert into our
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit,
church, so here is just a little piece
returned from the Jordan and was
of the desert. The Storyteller
led by the Spirit in the wilderness,
where for forty days he was tempted smoothes the sand while s/he talks.
by the devil. He ate nothing at all
The desert is a dangerous place.
during those days, and when they
There is little water, and almost
were over, he was famished.
nothing grows there. It is hot in the
The devil said to him, "If you are
the Son of God, command this stone daytime and cold at night.
to become a loaf of bread."
Jesus answered him, "It is written,
'One does not live by bread alone.'"
Then the devil led him up and
showed him in an instant all the
kingdoms of the world. And the
devil said to him, "To you I will
give their glory and all this
authority; for it has been given over
to me, and I give it to anyone I
please. If you, then, will worship
me, it will all be yours."
Jesus answered him, "It is written,
'Worship the Lord your God, and
serve only him.'"
Then the devil took him to
Jerusalem, and placed him on the
pinnacle of the temple, saying to
him, "If you are the Son of God,
throw yourself down from here,0 for
it is written, 'He will command his
angels concerning you, to protect
you,' and 'On their hands they will
bear you up, so that you will not
dash your foot against a stone.'"
Jesus answered him, "It is said, 'Do
not put the Lord your God to the
test.'"
When the devil had finished every
test, he departed from him until an
opportune time.

Story Materials
! Desert Bag
! Jesus doll
! pebbles
! Mount Horeb (rock)
from the Law story
! Wooden blocks
Tray, basket or shallow open
box to hold the story

If any of the children reach out to touch the sand, smile at them
but say “You may work with the desert bag later in the Story
Room. Right now we all need to be ready to listen to the story.
This is how you get ready. Demonstrate folding your hands in
your lap. Then smooth the sand in one smooth motion around
the edges of the desert bag, reinforcing the limits imposed by
the edge of the bag.
Set down the Jesus doll standing in the middle of the desert.
After Jesus was baptized, the power of the Holy Spirity was
with him, and the Spirit led him into the desert. For forty days
Jesus was tested by the devil, and during that time he went
without eating. When it was all over, he was hungry.
Place some pebbles on the desert bag next to Jesus. The devil
said to Jesus, “If you are God’s Son, tell this stone to turn into
bread.” Jesus answered, “The Scriptures say, ‘No one can live
only on food.’”
Place the Rock over to one side of the Desert bag to make a
“high place”, and stand Jesus up on it. Then the devil led Jesus
up to a high place and quickly showed him all the nations on
earth. The devil said, “I will give all this power and glory to
you. It has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want
to. Just worship me, and you can have it all.” Jesus answered,
“The Scriptures say: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve
only him!’”
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Stack the blocks on one another to make “the temple”, and move Jesus up onto it. Finally, the
devil took Jesus to Jerusalem and had him stand on top of the temple. The devil said, “If you
are God’s Son, jump off. The Scriptures say:‘God will tell his angels to take care of you.
They will catch you in their arms, and you will not hurt your feet on the stones.’”
Jesus answered, “The Scriptures also say, ‘Don’t try to test the Lord your God!’”
After the devil had finished testing Jesus in every way possible, he left him for a while.
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